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Chapter Review

The agricultural industry is critical to the country's economic growth, food security, job creation, and poverty reduction, especially in rural areas. It contributes 19.2 percent to GDP and employs approximately 38.5 percent of the workforce. Agriculture provides a living for more than 65-70 percent of the people. Reduced arable land, climate change, water scarcity, and a large-scale population and labor movement from rural to urban areas have all slowed agricultural growth. As a result, new techniques to increasing agricultural output are required. With strong forward and backward links to the secondary (industrial) and tertiary (services) sectors, it has the potential to play a key role in driving economic growth.

1. Agriculture Performance:

Pakistan has two cropping seasons. “Kharif”, the first sowing season, which starts from April. This season crop cycle mainly consists of Rice, Sugarcane, Cotton, Maize, Moong, Mash, Bajra and Jowar.

"Rabi", being the second season, sowing begins from October to December and is harvested from April to May. It comprises mainly of wheat, gram, lentils (Masoor), tobacco, rapeseed, barley, and mustard.

1.1 Quantum Index of Agriculture Production:

The agriculture sector performance in Sindh measured by Quantum Index of Agriculture Production. It is measured by using 7 Food Crops namely Rice, Wheat, Barley, Jowar, Bajra, Maize and Gram and 4Non-Food Crops namely Cotton, Sugar cane, Rapeseed & mustard and sesamum. During 2018-19quantum index stands as 129.97 while it was 148.65 in 2017-18. There was decrease of 18.68 in quantum index observed during 2018-19.

1.2 Major Crops Production:

Cotton production in 2018-19 was 2938.4 in’000’ Bales in contrast to 2017-18 it was 3775.8 ‘000’ Bales which was decreased by 837.3 ‘000’bales in 2018-19. Rice production during the year 2018-19 was 2571 ‘000’ M.tons and in 2017-18 it was 2850.5 ‘000’ M.tons. It was decreased by 279.5 ‘000’ M.tons. Sugarcane production during the year 2018-19 was 16691.3 ‘000’ M.tons and during the year 2017-18 was 20611.8 ‘000’ M.tons. It was also decreased by 3920.6 ‘000’ M.tons. Jowar production in 2018-19 was 9.47 ‘000’ M.tons and in 2017-18 was 11.07 ‘000’ M.tons it was decreased by 1.60 ‘000’ M.tons. Bajra production during the year 2018-19 was 3.3 ‘000’ M.tons and in 2017-18 it was 23.7 ‘000’ M.tons it was decreased by 20.4. ‘000’ M.tons, Maize production during the year 2018-19 was 3.5 ‘000’ M.tons and in the year 2017-18 was 3.6 ‘000’ M.tons. there is not quite significant difference in production. Sesamum Production during the year was 3.1 ‘000’ M.tons and in the year 2017-18 was 4.4 ‘000’ M.tons i.e., decreased by 1.4 ‘000’ M.tons. Barley, Gram and Wheat production during the year 2018-19 was 3.8,18.1 and 3778.9 ‘000’ M.tons in 2017-18 it was 4,17.9 and 3639.5 ‘000’ M.tons respectively. There was increase in Wheat production by 139.4 ‘000’ M.tons 

1.3 Land Utilization and Canal Withdrawals:

The total land utilization in 2018-19 was reported as 14091 in ‘000’ Hectares, although net sown area was 2192 in ‘000’ Hectares and current Fallows was 2373 in ‘000’Hectares. In 2017-18 net sown area reported as 2646 in ‘000’ Hectares and current fallows as 2365 in ‘000’ Hectares. In 2018-19 net sown area decreased by 454 in ‘000’Hectares.

Canal withdrawal in Rabi and Kharif seasons in Sindh in 2017-18 was 30.91 and 9.5 million-acre feet while in 2018-19 it was 27.27 and 9.91 million-acre feet respectively.



